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| grave deficiency and great irregularity in the ac- 


, building, to be used as a Branch Mint in this 


an oe a 
Report of the Grand Jury. 

The Grand Jury of the Circuit Court of the U, 
8. for the Circuit of California, empanelled on the 
12th day of October, A. D.1857,in and for the 
Northern District thereof, haying closed their 
labors, respectfully report: 

That they baye found one true bill of indict- 
ment for the crime of embezzlement, and returned 
two bills for perjury, ignored; all of which were 
preferred by a former Grand Jury, to wit: 

U.S. v. Agostin Haraszthy, for embezzlement, 
a true bill, 

U.S. v, John M: Eckfeldt, for perjury, ignored. 

U. 8. ¥. Hiram T. Graves, for perjury, ignored. 

During our investigation of the above cases, we 
necessarily examined the entire operations of the 
Branch Mint, located in the city and county of 
San Francisco, and heard the testimony, and saw 
the same books and documents which were pro- 
duced before the former Grand Jury, in making 
their presentments; and, like them, we find a 


counts of the former Melter and Refiner, Agostin 
Haraszthy ; our findings as to him and his opera- 
tions being the same as the former Jury’s, renders 
it unnecessary to give a detailed statement 
thereof, they having given a full and faithful one 
in their report of October 3d, 1857, for which see 
files of that date. 

But our researches revealed this fact: that the 
operations of the Mint, especially in the former 
Melter and Refiner’s department, have been con- 
ducted with great irregularity, looseness, and 
almost a total disregard of system, to instance ; 

The head ef the department was absent for days 
together, one operator frequently performing the 
duties of another. Bars of gold, which should be 
under lock and key, in passing from one depart- 
ment to another, not unfrequently were carried 
in the hands, not alone of the proper persons, 
but by various persons, eyen from other depart- 
ments, Addto these a deficient system of checks 
of one department upon another, and of the opera- 
tions upon each other, in the several departments, 
and it will be seen to what temptations the opera- 
tives have been exposed, and to what losses the 
United States and depositors have been liable. 

In view of this, we earnestly recommend to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress a re- 
vision of the law in relation to Brauch Mints, 
by which not only the heads of departments, but 
the operatives in each, shall have their duties 
clearly marked out and defined ; in short, we want 
a system perfect and complete, created by law, 
by which the Mint and allits operations shall be 
conducted and governed—so complete, indeed, 
that it would require but a few hours, instead of 
months, to correct any mistake, or detect and 
trace any loss to its source. This would make 
auniform and established system, and this vast 
interest of the United States would not be subject 
to the experiments, caprice, ignorance or indiffer- 
ence of place-hunters—for it must be remembered 
that the Mint is a branch of the spoils of office, 
and politicians are not notorious for systematic 
business habits, 

We further urge upon our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives the necessity of an immediate appro- 
priation by Congress, of a sum of money sufficient 
to erect a new, safe, comfortable and commodious 


city. We are satisfied after a careful examina- 
tion, that the present Mint building is badly con- 
structed, and totally inadequate to the business 
requirements of the country; the various depart- 
ments are compelled to occupy three floors, witha } 
cellar and the roof, and each and every depart- 
ment is crowded with the necessary apparatus and 
employees, to the great detriment of health, 
econoiny, safety and dispatch. The roof, for want 
of room elsewhere, is cumbered with tanks, fur- 
naces and machinery, the sweeps room where 
work of importance is performed, is in a low, 
dark, damp cell, beyond the reach of the proper 
supervision of the officers, and is uncomfortable, 
unhealthy, and unfit for the purposes to which it 
is dedicated; the melting room, the receiving 
room, the refinery and Assayer’s department, as 
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likewise of insutticient capacity ane 
purposes for which they are necessarily used. The 
new building should be so constructed that the 
several departments need to occupy but two floors, 
and upon a lot of land sufficiently large to embrace 
all Necessary warehouses and appurtenances 
belonging to such an institution, The building 
and machinery should be so constructed as to 
enable the Branch Mint to refine and coin at least 
$59,000,000 per annum, without resorting to the 
dangerous and expensive system of night-work ; 
asystem condemned alike by sound policy and 
experience. And inasmuch as California is a 
gold-producing State, constitutionally attached to 
a gold and silyer currency, and far removed from 
any other source of supply than the Brauch Mint, 
itis vital to her, that a large supply of the bullion 
fund be at all times on hand for the prompt pay- 
ment of certificates, thus keeping at all times a 
full supply of coin in circulation; to this end we 
recommend an increase of the bullion fund in the 
Branch Mint in the city of San Francisco. 

In taking leave of this branch of our labors, we 
are glad to be able to congratulate the public and 
the depositors in the Branch Mint, on the skill, 
care and fidelity of the present heads of depart- 
ments; the settlements of the operative officers, 
just closed, we are informed, are of the most Sa- 
tisfactory character, the losses necessarily conse- 
quent on the refining and coining of gold and 
silver bullion are shown to be but a mere tithe of 
the amount allowed by law, for which very good 
reason we recommend that the present per cent. 
of legal wastage be properly reduced; inasmuch 
as the same was established at a time when the 
process of refining and coining was not reduced 
to as perfect a science, and the machinery was far 
less perfect, the legal wastage being then suffi- 
cient to cover all necessary loss, must now, under 
operation of modern improvements, offer a large 
premium for dishonesty, without the possibility 
of detection. 

In view of the great labor and responsibility of 
the chief officers of the Branch Mint, and of the 
manifest inadequacy of their compensation, we 
recommend that their salaries be increased so as 
to approximate more closely to the amounts 
Stat private establishments if of equal magni- 
tude, would deem just and adequate. 

The condition of the U.S, Marine Hospital is 
creditable to the Superintendent Heresy We 
find it comfortable. cleanly and conducive to 
health; some repairs have just been made, some 
little are still required; some of the bedsteads, 
bedding and carpets will soon require to be re- 
placed by better, The sewer which formerly 
drained the premises is cut off by being filled at 
its mouth, which will soon make an intollerable 
nuisance. We, therefore, urge the necessity of 
opening proper and permanent sewers, leading 
to the south into the bay; this isimperatively de- 
manded for health and decency. 

‘The average number of patients, per month, in 
the Institution, for ten months, from January 
Ist, 1847, to October, wes 151; total number, 
1610; deaths during same period, 45. The 
pei monthly expenses of the house was 
$3,500. 

. This is bread cast upon the waters, for the 
weat}jer-beaten sons of the ocean to refresh them- 
selves withal. 

‘The arduous and vexed duties of the U, S. Dis- 
trict Attorney require at least a different system 
of remuneration, if not a greater amount. At 
present his duties are too pressing for any one 
man to perform, and his remuneration is, by fee, 
$10 per case, civil or criminal, dug at the termin- 
ation of the case. Inasmuch as many cases are 
pending for years, and thereby much of his labor 
may be lost to him, we earnestly recommend that 
his be made a salaried office, with diffinite and 
fixed salary, sufficient to enable him to employ a 
competent clerk to assist him. To this end, we 
invoke the early attention of our Senators and 
Representatives in his behalf, and also in justice 
to the people of the United States, whose interests 
he represents. 

Much of our time and attention has been em- 
ployed in examining the condition of those ves- 
sels, propelled in whole or in part by steam’ 
within the jurisdiction of this Hon. Court; and 
though we have neither presented nor indicted 
an owner, master or vessel, we yet flatter ourselves 
our labors have been attended with beneficial 
consequences, as the whole fleet of steamehips, 
with promptness and dispatch, have been supplie 
with the necessary articles wanting to answer tle 
requirements of the law, since we commenced our 
investigations. And though we can truly con- 
gratulate the public on the numerous, efficient, 
and commodious steamships which navigate our 
waters, still we are domipellel to say, and so re- 
port, that we believe there are many instances of 
a plain infraction of the letter of the law—‘‘ to 
provide for the better security of lives of passen- 
gers on board steamships’’—to-wit: 

The requisite number of pumps on board steam- 
ers are not always aApelEt 

The steering apparatus, in case of firc, in many 
instances is not furnished. 

The engineers, in most cases, exercise their 
own discretion in opening the safety-valves when 
they stop, 

In some instances, the plates of, or sheets of 
iron in, boilers are not stamped. 


Trew oa 


The law in relation to the use of the fusible me- 
| tal, so placed as to melt when the heat reaches 


ad 


‘at 
a 


he palling calamity, clothing a whole State in 
the | mourning. 


lict- | cated at New Orleans. This great distance from 
were | tion, have, doubtless, tended to avert particular 


ent, | peratively require immediate action in the estab- 


red, | the part of our Senators and Representatives, as 
, we | culpable neglect. 

‘the We also recommend that cork life-preservers 
ty of | bein all cases substituted for India rubber and 
saw | metallic, as the latter are not unfrequently punc- 
pro- | tured with pins, or cracked,without the knowledge 
cing | of any person.. 


the highest working pressure allowed, and other 
metals to melt at ten pounds greater pressure, is 
not observed. 

The contemplated adjournment of the Court 
precludes our further examination into the mat- 
tes, but enough has been found to assure us that 
coast steamers especially should undergo a strict 
examination, and that most of the above instances 
of a breach of the law is the result of instructions 
from superior officers abroad, the stern necessity 
of the case, og what masters, owners and inspect- 
ors consider the exercise of a superior reason, 
founded on experience and actual knowledge, su- 
perior to the letter of the law. 

We have found some eighty steamers of various 
capacities navigating our waters, and considering 
the immense amount of treasure, property and 
passengers conveyed thereon, we regard it a mat- 
ter of the gravest importance that there be a sepa- 
rate Supervisory District established, embraeing 
the Pacific Ccast,with a competent and responsible 
Supervisory Inspector at its head, located at San 
Francisco, with local inspectors under him at the 
|-various Pacific ports. 

We earnestly commend this subject to the par- 
ticular attention of our Senators and Representa- 
tives, and hope thereby to avert a second ap- 


At present, this coast is attached to the Fourth 
Supervisory District, its head Inspector being lo- 
the local Inspectors, and our anomalous condi- 
attention from our wants. We, therefore, im- 


lishment of the separate district above referred 
to, and shall regard indifference to this subject on 


doa We also desire to remind our Senators and Re- 
»ac- | presentatives that no steamship should hereafter 
be allowed to carry the mailsun'ess they be con- 
era- | structed with separate compartments. 
JOHN Y. HWALLOCK, Foreman, 
Henry P. Wakelee, D. B. Hinckley, 
i Geo. O. Whitney, Cc. J. Dempster, 
Be Jerome A Morrison, Bernard Peyton, 
Bee A. W. Goodwin, N. Dupery, 
ry A.M, Hay, A. M. Gilman, 
the C. H. Wetherbee, Wm. M. Dow, 
mer ¢ Alex. P. Greene, Chas. W. Rand, 
E. B. Geddard, Jerome C. Davis, 
Siegmund T. Meyer, A. G. Kimball, 


“William Bosworth. 
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| | ee AND AFTER THE 19ru INST., NO 
Bullion will be received for coinage at the U. 
8. BRANCH MINT, San Francisco, until further no- 
| tice—the Coining and Refining Departments being ne- 
| cessarily closed for a short time, in order to put up new 
steam boilers. During the Suspension, the Branch 
\Mint will ¢-ntinue to receive, as usual, Gold Bullion for 
Unparted Bars, CHAS. H. HEMPSTEAD, 
Superintendent. 
U. 8, BRANCH Munr, San Francisco, Jan. 12, 1858. 
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The Magnetic Celegraph Company, 
MORSE LINES, 
NORTH, SOUTH, EAST AND WEST, 


Connecting with the Southern, Western, Eastern and Northern Lanes of Morse’s Telegraph. 


TO THE TELEGRAPHING PUBLIC. 
Maguetic Telegraph Company assumes vo respousibility for errors or delay in transmitting 
by Lines over which (hey hayo no control, nor will they be responsible for errors committed 
yn employees, unless messages are repealed buck to the sender, for which 50 per cent, of their 


oa channel will be made. Due diligence and good faith are guaranteed. 
PHILADELPHIA OF FICES—No. 302 Chesnut Street, 
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Mint of the Cnitey States, 
Lhiladelphia, puty 28,18 56. 


The Director of the Mint gives notice, in pursuance of an authorization from the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, and in consequence of the present accumulation of silver coin at the Mint, that from 
and after the first day of August next, and until further notice, the purchases of Silver for coinage 
will ba paid for in Silver coins only, and not in Gold. 

The Silver offered for purchase will be weighed, melted and assayed, as usual, and the standard 
weight determined therefrom, in ounces troy, to the hundreth part of the ounce; and will be paid 
for (as at present) at the rate of one dollar twenty-two and a-half cents per standard ounce. The 
receipt given at the first weighing must be presented by the seller or his order, and usually pay- 
ment may be expected on the day following the date of receipt, or the second day following. 


For the information of bullion dealers, country banks, &c., it may be stated, that according to 
the above rate of purchase, the yield of various classes of coin or bullion will be about as follows; 


Five-frane pieces, z A : . i : 99 cents each. 
Mexican and South Reset dollars, 8, 3 : 2 i = . 1064 3s 
Old Spanish dollars, ? ; . 105 ss 
Revolutionary or “hammered” Gollan: (often Bias for Ge 101 a 
true Spanish dollar,) } ; 
Half-dollars of the U. S. coined before 1837, 2 E a 524 is 
The same since 1837 to the last change of standard in 1853, 4 : 524 iS 
Spanish quarters, 2 6 : é : A : : : 234 te 
“«  eighths, : rf 5 : 2 : 3 : 5 10 9-10 * 
*¢ sixteenths, . : , ‘ : k 3 ; 2 5g Re 
Mexican quarters, : ; 3 : : : : 5 25 4-10 * 


Quarter dollars are proportionally less productive of premium, while dimes and half-dimes, 
eoined before 1837, have lost rather more by wear, on an average, than the premium would make 
up; those coined since 1837 to 1853, will average a premium of 33 per cent. on their nominal value. 


German, Swedish, Danish and Norwegian crowns, . : 5 111 cents each. 
Old French crowns 2 : : : ; ; j ; : 114 ui 
German florins, é 4 : 5 é 5 : 413 ws 
Prussian and Henovetion thalers : : c : : 6 72 eS 


Fine silver 136 cents per ounce. 
American plate, best manufacture, 120 to 122 cents per ounce. 
Genuine British plate, 125 cents per ounce. 


At San Francisco the purchases may be paid for in Gold or Silver, at the option of the Super- 
intendent thereat, until a sufficient supply of silver bullion is received to meet the public demand for 
silver coin at that Institution. 


JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 


Director of the Mint. 
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Mint of the Chitey States, 
: Pb lade dphia, fly aly 28, 18 88. 


The Director of the Mint gives notiee, in pursuance of an authorization from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and in consequence of the present accumulation of silver coin at the Mint, that from 
and after the first day of August next, and until further notice, the purchases of Silver for coinage 
will be paid for in Silver coins only, and not in Gold. 


The Silver offered for purchase will be weighed, melted and assayed, as usual, and the standard 
weight determined therefrom, in ounces troy, to the hundreth part of the ounce; and will be paid 
for (as at present) at the rate of one dollar twenty-two and a-half cents per standard ounce. The 
receipt given at the first weighing must be presented by the seller or his order, and usually pay- 
ment may be expected on the day following the date of receipt, or the second day following. 


For the information of bullion dealers, country banks, &c., it may be stated, that according to 
the above rate of purchase, the yield of various classes of coin or bullion will be about as follows: 


Five-frane pieces, 5 a 8 4 5 “ 99 cents each, 
Mexican and South Aesenionn deltars, 0 : : : F . L06L eg 
Old Spanish dollars, : j a AOS} GG 
Revolutionary or “hammered” aoilans, (often rietalien for ‘the } 101 e 
true Spanish dollar,) : 
Half-dollars of the U. 8. coined before 1887, ; ‘ ‘ 524 6 
The same since 1837 to the last change of standard in 1853, ; ; 524 Ws 
Spanish quarters, ; : ; : : : : , : 233 Me 
‘¢  eighths, 3 , : : : : : : ; LO 9-10" * 
«¢  sixteenths, ji : : p i : : ‘ ‘ 5k cu 
Mexican quarters, : ‘ ‘ : i : : 6 25 4-10 


Quarter dollars are proportionally less productive of premium, while dimes and _half-dimes, 
coined before 1837, have lost rather more by wear, on an average, than the premium would make 
up; those coined since 1837 to 1853, will average a premium of 84 per cent. on their nominal value. 


German, Swedish, Danish and Norwegian crowns, é A ‘ 111 cents each. 
Old French crowns 5 . : F ‘ ‘ : 4 ‘ 114 te 
German florins, 3 : : : . : ; 41} Me 
Prussian and ia woverian ‘ralens : : z 5 3 3 (2 te 


Fine silver 136 cents per ounce. 
American plate, best manufacture, 120 to 122 cents per ounce. 
Genuine British plate, 125 cents per ounce. 
At San Francisco the purchases may be paid for in Grold or Silver, at the option of the Super- 
intendent thereat, until a sufficient supply of silver bullion is received to meet the public demand for 
silver coin at that Institution. 


JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 
Director of the Mint. 
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The Director of the Mint gives notice, in pursuance of an authorization from the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, and in consequence of the present accumulation of silver coin at the Mint, that from 
and after the first day of August next, and until further notice, the purchases of Silver for coinage 
will be paid for in Silver coins only, and not in Gold. 


The Silver offered for purchase will be weighed, melted and assayed, as usual, and the standard 
weight determined therefrom, in ounces troy, to the hundreth part of the ounce; and will be paid 
for (as at present) at the rate of one dollar twenty-two and a-half cents per standard ounce. The 
receipt given at the first weighing must be presented by the seller or his order, and usually pay- 
ment may be expected on the day following the date of receipt, or the second day following. 


For the information of bullion dealers, country banks, &c., it may be stated, that according to 
the above rate of purchase, the yield of various classes of coin or bullion will be about as follows : 


Five-frane pieces, ° 6 : : ‘ ‘ 99 cents each. 
Mexican and South Aacerean dollors, ; : ; : : . 1064 we 
Old Spanish dollars, 3 4 a ANOS x 
Revolutionary or “hammered”’ dillars, lofien mistaken for ‘is 
eon a 
true Spanish dollar,) 


Half-dollars of the U. 8. coined before 1837, : : O24 
The same since 1837 to the last change of edeets in 1853, d : 524 Y 
Spanish quarters, 3 ; : : 3 : ; 5 : 234 a 
“  eighths, : ; , : 3 : : ; : 10 9-10 * 
“  sixteenths, $ ag 
Mexican quarters, : é é : ; ; ; F - 254-10 “ 


Quarter dollars are proportionally less productive of premium, while dimes and half-dimes, 
eoined before 1837, have lost rather more by wear, on an average, than the premium would make 
up; those coined since 1837 to 18538, willaverage a premium of 33 per cent. on their nominal value. 


German, Swedish, Danish and Norwegian crowns, : : ; 111 cents each. 
Old French crowns A ‘ : p e 5 ; é ; 114 eb 
German florins, : : : : : 5 E 41} o 
Prussian and Hanovdsen thallers : ; * - : é 72 He 


Fine silver 136 cents per ounce. 
American plate, best manufacture, 120 to 122 cents per ounce. 
Genuine British plate, 125 cents per ounce. 
At San Francisco the purchases may be paid for in Gold or Silver, at the option of the Super- 
intendent thereat, until a sufficient supply of silver bullion is received to meet the public demand for 
silver coin at that Institution. : 


JAMES ROSS SNOWDEN, 


Director of the Mint. 
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